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Two years ago Emily Gabel-Luddy was asked to establish a new Urban Design Studio within 
the Department of City Planning in Los Angeles... a revolutionary act!  With partner 

Simon Pastucha, Cal Poly Pomona graduate, the Studio is charting an exciting new 
course. Guiding Downtown development. Nurturing neighborhood character.  

Prioritizing pedestrians and transit, not cars . . .  Is this L.A. we’re talking about?!

In these uncertain 

times, what changes 

are in store for 

projects like the Orange 

County Great Park, L.A.’s 

Grand Avenue Civic Park, 

and Pershing Square?  

What are their designs’ 

strengths and weaknesses?  

And where are fresh 

opportunities for public 

space in our region?  LA 

Times architecture critic 

Christopher Hawthorne o�ers 

his latest thoughts on parks 

and design in our region.
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