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Two years ago Emily Gabel-Luddy was asked to establish a new Urban Design Studio (http://www.urbandesignla.com ) within the City of Los Angeles ' Department of City Planning to create more appealing neighborhoods, streets and outdoor spaces.  With a landscape architect in this seat, design has been put back into the city’s planning department.  With partner Simon Pastucha, Cal Poly Pomona graduate, the Studio is charting an exciting new course for city planning in Los Angeles .  Strongly influenced by eco-systematic design and urban ecology, the Studio has been consistently ahead of trends in sustainability and "smart growth."  Come hear about the Studio's successes thus far in creating a pedestrian-friendly city, and street life in L.A.
Who is the speaker?
Q&A: Emily Gabel-Luddy and Simon Pastucha  March 2009.  The Architect's Newspaper.
The Urban Design Studio discusses pedestrian-friendly design guidelines, nurturing neighborhood character, and the future of the public realm. 
http://www.archpaper.com/e-board_rev.asp?News_ID=3284
City Planning Department’s Urban Design Studio Is All About Making L.A. More Liveable  April 2007.  The Planning Report.
The city of Los Angeles gets serious about streets and public spaces with the establishment of the Urban Design Studio, headed by Emily Gabel Luddy.
http://www.planningreport.com/tpr/?module=displaystory&story_id=1238&format=html
In Search of Special Spots   November 2006.  Los Angeles Downtown News.
Emily Gabel Luddy, the Head of the City's New Urban Design Studio, Has Big Plans for Downtown.
http://www.downtownnews.com/articles/2006/11/27/news/news01.txt
Speaker bio:

Emily Gabel-Luddy, FASLA, a native to Los Angeles , received her undergraduate degree from Occidental College and her Masters in Landscape Architecture from the University of Massachusetts . Recipient of local, state and national awards from ASLA, APA and AIA, she selected a Loeb Fellow in Advanced Environmental Studies at the Harvard Graduate School of Design. A lifelong love of L.A. and commitment to public service have been central to her practice as a landscape architect in city planning. Among her many projects are Manager of the L.A. Citywide General Plan Framework, director of the Los Angeles Design Action Planning Teams Project, and decision-maker for large and small projects within the city. Her experience covers urban design, long and short range planning.

American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) interview:
Policy Shapers Interview: Emily Gabel Luddy, FASLA  June 2007.  ASLA LAND Online.
http://land.asla.org/2007/0605/policyshapers.html
