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Water Conduit
Conduit carres fresh water from Bering
Link

—

( Pier
(o] Each water bank pier can store 8530 m
l of fresh water.

Water Pump
Pump moves water from water bank pier
o conduit when required.

Ice Gutter / heater

Ice gutteris heated via geothermal
driven coil. The ice gutter colects and
melts down smaller ice floes, and
carries water 10 water bank piers.

Freshwater Intake

Intake sucks fresh water into hollow
channel of ice dem, and carries it to
water bank piers,

Ice Park and Water Bank

The piers of the bridge serve as ice harvesting
structures, collecting fresh water that gets
released during thawing season.
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The decommissioning of the Vatnsmyri
airport offers the potential to create a new
global node for Reykjavik while softening
the hard infrastructure of the airport. Iceland
is known for its rich history, culture, and

more recently, abundant geothermal energy.
This energy is a result of Iceland’s origins
and geographic location - straddling the
Mid-Atlantic ridge, Iceland is composed of

a dynamic landscape of several geologically
active volcanoes. Greenways reinterprets the
figural quality of the airport runways as three
public infrastructural axes, or ‘greenways’.
These are framed by four new block typolo-
gies of urban development, celebrating public
life in the void of these figures. Each green-
way is programmed with new soft infrastruc-
tures; (a) production (b) recreation and (c)
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Runways figure Greenways figure

greenway

A
)
)
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civic/ ecology

civic. The production greenway is envisioned
as a barcode of productive activities including
fish farms, greenhouses, allotment gardens,
markets and tree farms that are organized as
an interdependent system of intake and yield.
The civic greenway is comprised of a series
of micro-ecologies, including wetlands and
hills that are paired and dotted with civic in-
stitutions including a public library, commu-
nity centre, aviation museum, transit station,
geology centre and aquarium. The recreation
greenway is organized as a corridor of out-
door rooms, that are marked with figures of
play that encourage a rich mixing of diverse
demographics. Running below and linking
the greenways is a global computer server
farm that takes advantage of the vast geother-
mal energy and remote location of Iceland
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FLATSPACE: NINE NETWORKS OF EXURBANISM

Columbus, OH, USA 40°22° N, 82°46’ W

The tangible by-products of a new changing
urban and suburban condition: the big-box
stores, the parking lots, the highway infra-
structure, among others, are the overlooked
spaces and structures of exurban conditions,
what we call “fatspace,” or single-cell archi-
tecture. Flatspaces are driven entirely by the
laws of economy and functionality, and thus
are hyper-generic, removing any articulation
of social, cultural or material specificity. By
the removal of these spaces from the realm of
architecture and thought, they are reduced to
their most basic unit of signification — func-
tion - crippling them of any other possible
reading, meaning, or use.

Flatspace, and in particular the Big Box, are
the product of dual and opposing efficiencies:
concentration and dispersal of capital, data,
and goods. It epitomizes contradictory trends
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of economic globalization and totalitarian
exurbanity set against the individual’s desire
for regional specificity.

Strategy 1: On Off-Ramps

The current exurban retail corridor is fed by
the highway and a series of secondary roads
that provide servicing, parking, and move-
ment from box to box. Here, the search for a
parking space has been enfolded into a sec-
ondary road system inspired by the smooth-
ness of the off-ramp. These tangentially linked
loops offer graduated circumferential parking
instead of oversized parking lots. Retail Boxes
are laid out in strips with shared parallel
service routes. Instead of parking lots, parks
are at the heart of each loop. Shoppers and
park-goers may intermingle in their search
for a parking space.

Roadways/parking ramps Thickened parking zones
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